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2020 GIS Submission Judging Rubric 
QGIS and Alternative Formats 

 
A panel of local leaders and GIS professionals will use the following criteria to 
determine the number of points that will be awarded to each participant and 
their submission. All submissions must be clearly focused on at least one of 
these six current issues: 

a. COVID-19 and its impact on society 
b. Public health and access to medical care 
c. Economic inequality and development (including education) 
d. Climate change and natural disasters 
e. Urban growth and development 
f. Security and community safety 

There are a total of 100 attainable points. 
If you believe that your project tackles an important and current crisis that we have not listed, 
please petition the topic using the form found at iaygfamily.org/giscompetition/topicrequest . 

 
 

Criteria  Points Available  Points Received 

Topic and content clearly fits within at least 
one of the provided themes. No additional 
points will be awarded for fitting multiple 
themes, as only one theme is required. 

5   

Overall combination of writeup and map is 
cohesive and effective in conveying 
information regarding the topic. 

5   

Submission shows use of creative thought and 
is original work and all outside data used falls 
within “fair use” guidelines and is clearly cited. 

5   

Contribution of submission to 
local/international efforts and possible 
impacts are clear. This category will be 
awarded points depending on the significance 
of the submission and its applicability towards 
assisting at least one of the three outlined 
current issues. 

15   

 

http://iaygfamily.org/giscompetition/topicrequest
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GIS Map exhibits use of refined map design and 
cartography skills such as composition, 
visualization, texture, color, and layer 
interplay. Display scales, transparency options, 
symbols, popups, charts, tables, filters, legend 
appearance, and overall aesthetics are a few 
examples of features that can help gain points 
in this section.  
 

15   

Submission uses an appropriate quantity of 
data in respect to volume, precision, and 
quality. It is obvious that the participant has 
done data analysis and chosen the displayed 
data set with respect to both clarity and an 
adequate data size.  

10   

Geographic analysis is apparent and uses 
techniques such as Classification, 
Symbolization, Filtering, and Geoanalysis to 
determine a conclusion or convey a message. 
This can involve conducting queries, 
summarizing results, computing interlayer 
correlations, calculating distances/area, 
creating buffers, and qualitative comparisons. 

25   

Accompanying writeup clearly meets the 
writeup parameters found on the following 
page. You can also  find the scoring breakdown 
for the writeup in the following document. 

20   
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2020 GIS Writeup Parameters 
QGIS and Alternative Formats 

 
A panel of local leaders and GIS professionals will use the following criteria to 
determine the number of points that will be awarded to each participant’s 
writeup that will accompany their submission. To view a full rubric of the total 
scoring guide, please read the rubric above. 
There are a total of 20 attainable points. 

 
 

Parameter  Points Available  Points Received 

Topic and content clearly address at least one 
of the specific crises and is within the 750 word 
maximum. No additional points will be 
awarded for fitting multiple themes, as only 
one theme is required. 

1   

Writeup properly explains the message behind 
the map and provides context that cohesively 
ties together the map and the story being 
conveyed. 

4   

Writeup answers the following questions: 
1. What challenge does your project 

address or relate to? 
2. How does this map help us better 

understand this challenge within a local 
or regional context? 

3. What implications does your project 
hold for tackling this challenge in the 
future? 

Points will be awarded based on clarity of 
response, relevance, and significance of 
response. 

15   

 

 


